
December 7, 2016 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. followed by the recitation of the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Commissioner’s Jacobson, Bommersbach, Gunderson and Hall were present.  Commissioner Redland 

was absent.    

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions/deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Hall made a 

motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted 

in favor.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the November 17th board minutes with changes.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Canvassing Board minutes from November 16, 2017 as 

presented.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Chairman Jacobson updated the board regarding the AMC conference that he attended on behalf of Norman 

County.     

Assessor, Jill Murray introduced the new Assessor Technician, Marti Sip, to the board.  Marti’s first day with was 

Monday, December 5th, 2016.  Commissioner’s welcomed Marti to Norman County. 

Garry Johanson, Environmental Services Officer, was in to discuss the approval of the 2017 Hauler Licenses for 

the following businesses:  1) Fuchs Sanitation, 2) Stuhaug Sanitation, 3) Al’s Disposal & 4) Waste Management of 

WI-MN.  A motion was made by Commissioner Bommersbach to approve all 4 of the license requests. 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote, there were 3 yeas and 1 nay. 

Norman County Fair Board Member, Don Merkens, was in to update the board on the proposed building of an 

Ag Education Center & Norman County Wildlife Museum at an estimated cost of $40, 900.00.  This building 

would serve as additional components during the fair for the education, enjoyment and use of fair goers in 

2017.  There was discussion held regarding the cost of the project as well as potential sponsorship options to 

raise monies to help fund the build.  Don updated the board on the dates for the 2017 Norman County Fair 

which will be held June 21-24th with the Mighty Thomas Carnival as the vendor.  Don also shared the Norman 

County Ag Society’s annual report for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016.  There was no action taken at 

this time. 

Jerilyn Swenson, Norman County Engineer, and Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of County Infrastructure, were in 

to discuss agenda items.  The Bridge Prioritization Resolution, as well as a map used to aid in locating the 

affected bridges, was brought forth for review by the Commissioner’s.  The resolution set forth an anticipated 

listing of bridges posed for replacement, rehabilitation or removal within the next 5 years. Engineer Swenson 

noted that there are 2 bridges ranked as high priority projects in 2017, if funds are available.   Commissioner 

Gunderson made a motion to adopt Bridge Prioritization Resolution CR-12-7-2016-01.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and upon roll call vote, there were 3 yeas and 1 nay.  The resolution was passed on 

majority vote. 

Engineer Swenson produced a gravel agreement, for approval, between Matthew Moe, LLC and Norman County, 

at a price of $1.35 per yard. This would be a one year contract with a 3 year provision involving the removal of 

the crushed product.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve the agreement with Commissioner 

Hall seconding the motion.  

Next, Engineer Swenson updated the board on construction projects #SAP-034-016 et al. & #SAP-054-618-015 et 

al.  These projects were completed by Knife River Materials and contract completion date was September 23rd, 

2016.  Knife River Materials was unable to complete the projects by the contracted deadline and thus, were 

being imposed with a per day penalty on both projects at an estimated cost of $103,500.00.  Engineer Swenson 

reported that they recently met with Knife River Materials to discuss the project and potential penalties. 

Engineer Swenson will have another discussion with them on the decision to reduce penalties to $72,500.00.  A 

motion was made by Commissioner Hall to approve the reduced penalty amount with a second from 

Commissioner Gunderson.  Motion passed unanimously. 

There was a discussion regarding the county permitting process for field drainage projects that would outlet into 

a county ditch system. The Highway Department recently identified a tiling project that would outlet to County 

Ditch 40 and the land was within the benefitted area of the ditch system.  The board decided that a ditch 

petition would not be required for such work but all ditch committee members should be notified of the 

pending project.  It was determined that Engineer Swenson would draft a letter which would be used as the 

required notification to committee members.   In addition, the project applicant would be required to get 

approval through the county permitting process to work within county right-of-way prior to any work 

commencing. 

 



 

 

There were some miscellaneous subjects that Engineer Swenson brought to the board for consideration and/or 

information. 

1.  Ms. Swenson asked the board to consider changing the 2017 board meeting schedule to consistently 

have at least a 2 week period between meetings due to billing deadlines. 

2. Updated the board that the County is continuing to have discussion with the City of Ada on acquiring the 

land west of the levee behind the Highway Department. 

3. Updated the board on the Highway Department’s 1998 John Deere mower tractor which is currently 

being assessed by RDO Equipment due to a transmission issue.  It was noted that the tractor has 

approximately 9,000 hours of use on it and it is unknown what the cost of fixing or replacing the 

transmission and collateral damage may be.  Jerilyn and Bob will keep the board updated as they receive 

more information. 

 

The Medical Examiner Contract with UND will be revisited during the next board meeting when County Attorney 

James Brue will be available for questions. 

The board discussed the 2017 LARL budget request of $94,985.00.   For informational purposes, the board was 

given the approved 2016 budget number of $92,545.00.   Commissioner Bommersbach requested a usage report 

for the 4 link sites (Ada, Halstad, Hendrum & Twin Valley) before making a motion on the budget request.  

Tabled discussion until the next meeting. 

A request to close the Courthouse the afternoon of Friday, December 23rd was discussed by the Commissioner’s.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Bommersbach to retain regular working hours that day with 

Commissioner Gunderson seconding the motion and all voted in favor. 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented. 

Revenue:  $25,952.10  County Building Fund:  $490.54  Public Health:  $2025.45 

County Homes:  $10.98  Road & Bridge:  $98,559.12   Total:  $127,038.19 

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 11:16 a.m. 

 

 

_____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Teri Taylor, Clerk to the Auditor-Treasurer 


